Philip II King of Macedonia

Philip II (the second) of Macedonia was Alexander the Great’s father.  He was a warrior king that had two lifelong dreams: 1.)  To conquer Greece and finally make it 1 unified country  &  2.) The Macedonians and Greeks would conquer the Persian Empire and end it once and for all.

Philip II had been educated in Greece.  He believed in the Greek gods and learned philosophy.  He admired the Greeks - - and he wanted to rule all of them.

Philip II had watched the Greeks fight against each other for a very long time.  Once he was sure that all the Greek city-states had weakened each other enough—he invaded Greece.  

Philip II took over most of Greece and was ready to invade Persia, but then he was assassinated.  Many believed that he was murdered by the Persians.  The Macedonians thought that the Persians murdered Philip II because they were afraid of him. Philip II’s son Alexander only 20 years old took over as king of Macedonia- the Persians were not afraid of him … yet…   


Sculpture of Philip II of Macedonia

1.)  Where was King Philip II educated?

2.)  What were King Philip II’s two goals in life?

3.)  How did Philp II feel about the Greeks?

4.)  Who killed Philip II and why?

5.)  What do you think will happen now that Alexander, only 20 years old, is in charge?

